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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Special acknowledgment and thanks to:
Carol Krishnaswami for answering the call, for her unending love, support and dedication.  

Gabriel Barre for his generous and skilled direction of some of the later versions of the show.

Gary Austin for his inspiration as a teacher and for directing early works-in-progress versions of the show for Artistic New Directions.

Carol Fox Prescott for her love, insight and vast wisdom as an acting coach, teacher and friend, and for her infectious passion for theatre and humanity.

Many additional thanks to: 

Neil Ritchie, Artistic New Directions, Kristine Niven, Jeffrey Sweet, Molly Lyons, The Green Wood Studio, Gregg Goldston, Grace Polk, Amy Marschak and Mary & Martin Skala.
LiLiA! was developed in part by the Cape Cod Theatre Project 

and through Artistic New Directions’ Works-in-Progress.  

For information about Libby Skala’s solo shows 
and to be added to the mailing list:
www.LibbySkala.com
     PO Box 13046, Berkeley, CA  94712 USA

  Tel. 917-783-1174
Contributions toward the development of Libby’s work are tax-deductible and may be made payable to “Artistic New Directions” a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization and sent to the above P.O Box address.  www.ArtisticNewDirections.org
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LILIA! celebrates the life of my grandmother, actress Lilia Skala, who rose from a penniless immigrant to the Oscar nominated star of Lilies of the Field.  It traces our relationship over twenty years in which the Grande Dame served as mentor, teacher and role model.
As a child I listened for hours as she told remarkable stories of her life, always emphasizing that with God all things are possible.  She became the first female architect in Austria, a stage star in Max Reinhardt’s theater and all over the German speaking world.  In 1939, she fled Hitler and became a political refugee in the United States where she found herself penniless and not knowing English.  There she attended night school while working in a factory by day.  Within two years she was cast in a Broadway show.  Her career on stage, in television and film continued for five decades.  

After her first starring stage performance in Europe her mother scolded, “For this you went to University?”  When I told my grandmother at age 14 that I wanted to go to acting school, she was thrilled that she would no longer be the black sheep in the family.  She once said, “Only act because it is fun for you.  Then again, for me it was never fun, it was a matter of life and death.”
As a teenager I worked with her on scenes and monologues for class.  When she read the role of the 16 year old I believed she was 16 more than I believed anyone in the world was 16.  She transformed completely - she was the best actress I‘ve seen.
 As "Lilia!" moves forward, I continued to plumb the depths of each nuance and life lesson to be gleaned from my grandmother’s experiences.  Lilia often said, “I’ve barely scratched the surface in terms of what’s inside me - what I can give of myself to mankind.”  She was constantly trying to teach and guide me, but I wasn’t always receptive.  Well, it's never too late.  The lessons continue as I have the privilege of performing this play - not only as a tribute to my grandmother, but as an ever-evolving experience between actor and audience.
· Libby Skala
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� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�“I don’t believe I’ve even scratched the surface in terms of what’s inside me - what I can give of myself to mankind.”


                  - Lilia Skala








LIBBY SKALA (playwright/actress) wrote and has performed LILIA! across North America, at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, the GIFT Festival in Tbilisi, Rep. of Georgia, and at the U. of Dresden in Germany.  In New York, it was produced by Mirror Repertory Co. and in Vancouver by Pacific Theatre.





Libby's second show A TIME TO DANCE has been performed at The St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival in Ontario; at The New York International Fringe Festival and as 





  















































She won a special place in the hearts of audiences throughout


the world as the chapel-building nun in Lilies of the Field, as well as Academy Award and Golden Globe nominations for her brilliant performance.  This film brought Miss Skala back to the prominence she had been forced to abandon when Hitler invaded her native Austria.





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Her American debut in the Broadway production of LETTERS TO LUCERNE, was followed by a featured role in CALL ME MADAM, which she later repeated for the screen, THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK, in which she later toured, and the New York City Center German language production of THE THREE PENNY OPERA, in which she sang the role of Mrs. Peachum.  Her last stage appearance was in Lorraine Hansberry's LES BLANCS in Washington in 1989, for which she was nominated for a Helen Hayes Award.





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�She was seen on virtually every major dramatic program on all of the networks for over 30 years - including roles in soap operas, in I Remember Mama, directed by Ralph Nelson, in Green Acres as Eva Gabor's mother, and in prestigious specials like Eleanor and Franklin (for which she was nominated for an Emmy Award).





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Her films include Ship of Fools, Caprice with Doris Day, Charly, Roseland (for which she was nominated for another Golden Globe Award), Testament, Flashdance, Heartland, House of Games and Men of Respect.
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part of Emerging Artists Theatre’s One-Woman Standing Series.  It won “Best Solo Performer” award at the London Fringe Theatre Festival, and had a three-week run in Vancouver at Pacific Theatre.





Non-solo work includes Libby’s appearance at The Jewish Museum in NY with Rosemary Harris, Marian Seldes, Elizabeth Ashley, Jayne Atkinson, Ronald Rand and David Margulies, reading from books published by The Feminist Press.  In Canada, she played Viola in the St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival's production of TWELFE NIGHT.  In Washington, D.C., she appeared in Jeffrey Sweet’s VALUE OF NAMES at Theatre J.  She appeared in Jonathan Glazer’s film Birth, starring Nicole Kidman.  Upcoming performances and more info at www.LibbySkala.com. 








� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�LILIA SKALA was one of the first women to have received a degree in Architecture and Engineering from The University of Dresden, before practicing architecture professionally in Vienna.  She went on to become one of Austria’s leading stage actresses and toured with Max Reinhardt in a 1934 production of Pirandello’s SIX CHARACTERS IN SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR.  








�





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Others may be art glass of                       


     rainbow hue.


I wish to be a window pane


To let the sun shine through.


A clean pane, a clear pane,


That’s what I long to be -


Free from temperament and


     personality.


I’d have love shining 


     through me


So that my friends would say


Not, “What a lovely piece of


     glass,”


But, “What a lovely day.”


                -Katherine Collins





“This poem is like a motto and 


   professional slogan to me.”


                -Lilia Skala














